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delivered a characteristic speech in open Durbar, in which
all the old convictions, all the old ideals appeared with
unabated vigour:

cWe have to move forward with the times. Our progress
will be slow indeed if we do not cultivate the virtues of fear-
lessness and the possession of the courage of our convictions.
You will always remember that progress does not mean mere
imitation. It should be solid and substantial advancement along
right lines. Do not be led away by shows or phantoms. Study
your own environment and place before your eyes the ideals
you have in view. Having patiently and steadily decided upon
definite lines of progress for yourselves, proceed without
hesitation, steadily, unwearily/ *

The condition of the depressed classes had for years been
a favourite subject with him. He was, indeed, recognized
as the foremost champion in his own order and perhaps
among the general leaders of Indian advanced thought, in
his earnest pleading for the outcaste masses, and in his
denunciation of the cruelty and tyranny of caste. Once
more he appealed to his people:

"Amongst us krge communities, as many as seven crores (or
seventy million) of human beings rank low in the social scale and
are regarded as untouchable. Our progress is no progress at all
if we refuse to extend the feeling of equality and brotherly
kindness on the same lines to the Antyajas and the backward
communities. We have to bring into play all the courage of our
convictions, all our sense of brotherhood, and in our private
lives break these shackles of superstition and tradition. Men
like Gandhi and his followers have done and said much about
the uplifting of the status of the depressed classes. If they have
failed, it is the people who have failed to adopt his wise counsel.
Itis they whoareto blame. It is for the people to act up to the wise
dictates preached to them with so much conviction, and boldly
to bring into being a feeling of equality and brotherly love.
Then only will they solve one of our most difficult problems.'2

" Speeches and Addresses, vol. ii, p. 475.                           a Ibid., p. 476.